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tsat crossmgs to help elderly

MOTORISTS would be forced to wait

several seconds longer at red lights, to

allow elderly pedestrians extra time to

cross, under a radical road safety plan
Some speed limits would also be as

slashed to 30km/h under the Victorian

plan to curb seniors’ road deaths
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Give-way laws would also be over
hauled to require drivers to give way
not just to cars but also to pedestrians

Under the plan, cars would be halted
at every pedestrian crossing for at least
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SEE YOUR LOCAL MAZDA DEALER FOR A GREAT M DAY DEAL

Visit mazda.com.au or call 1800 380 644 to find your local Mazda Dealer

be bought from dealers. Private Buyers only. M Day offers not available wi
advertisement and vehicles must

This nwrunmoﬂt Is a manufacturer’s

is excluded from M Day sale.
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- Jacquie Brierty, from
Avondale Heights,
crosses at Flinders St.
Picture: ALEX COPPEL -
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Crash data on older ped-
estrians reveal an average of
17 deaths, 147 serious injuries
and 114 other injuries each
year, costing the state’s econ-
omy $110 million per annum.

Measures to improve safe-
ty for older pedestrians in the
report include:
A BETTER connected foot-
path network to allow the eld-
erly to walk away from traffic;
REDUCING speed limits,
more 40km/h zones, and al-
lowing councils to apply for
30km/h speed zones;
CHANGING the give way
rule so drivers must give way
to pedestrians unless on an

unrestricted through move-
ment;
RAISED pedestrian crossings
at intersections and round-
abouts to reduce car speeds;
IMPROVED footpath surfa-
ces so they are non-slip and
without cracks, to eliminate
trip risks at kerbs;
INSTALLING automatically
operated pedestrian signals;
REDESIGNING crossings so
seniors can cross in stages;
CHANGING classifications
of carparks to shared zones,
giving pedestrians priority.
The report recommends
crossings be redesigned to ac-
commodate walking speeds
of 09m per second rather

than the current design stan-
dard of 1.2m per second

That would mean on a 10m
wide crossing, the pedestrian
lights would be activated for
three seconds longer; on a
25m wide crossing, it would
be seven seconds longer

The report also suggested
using sensor detection tech-
nology to adjust phasing of
signals to respond to a slower
pedestrian, so older people
are not stranded in the middle
of the road

Victoria Walks executive
officer Dr Ben Rossiter told
the Herald Sun: “There needs
to be a zero tolerance for driv-
ers who block intersections,
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